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L A  B A U D O N N I E R E       
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FILL YOUR SENSES

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Welcome to La Baudonnière in Pays de la Loire, France. We

offer campground, self-catering cottages, and B&B

accommodations in the lovely Vendee area. In addition to our

guest facilities with swimming pool, playground, and games

room, there are quite a number of popular tourist attractions

such as Puy De Fou, the world-renowned medieval theme park

and several of France’s most beautiful villages. All nearby

favorites and events are listed on our website.

For those days a drive through the countryside is on the

itinerary, our location is central to a number of beautiful places

to discover. From the Loire Valley and its gorgeous chateaux,

to the beautiful islands along the coast, and a rich Vendee

history… amazing memories await!

In this publication we’d like to introduce you to a few locations

we feel are must-sees when visiting La Baudonnière. We’ve

selected day trips that are fun for couples and families with

children, that feed the romantic soul, as well as the

adventurous spirit.

L E A R N  M O R E
We wish you safe travels. Above all: have a cracking good time! 

The Bannigans
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NOIRMOUTIER

A T L A N T I C  C O A S T  I S L A N D

Known as the Island of Mimosas. The mild climate allows for

the year-round blossoming of the acacia debealta or

mimosa.. The island consists of salt marsh, salt banks, sand

dunes and live oak forests (evergreen) and four communes:

Barbâtre L'Épine La Guérinière Noirmoutier-en-l'Île. Map

Unique is the Passage du Gois, a 4km-long, submersible

road linking Barbâtre, Beauvoir-sur-Mer. It is passable only

at low tide. Consult tidal schedules

Website Directions

• 1h48 from La Baudonnière (129km northwest)

• Lots of restaurants including Michelin rated

• Dining may be expensive – plan ahead

• Picnic spots

• Free shuttles and free parking on the island in summer

(check schedules)

• Harbors, boats, blue ocean and beaches

• Waterpark on the island

Photo credit By Taxiarchos228 at the German language Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 

3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5741033.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/Ile-de-Noirmoutier.png
http://www.ile-noirmoutier.com/mes-infos-pratiques/marees-et-webcams/horaires-des-marees
http://uk.ile-noirmoutier.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/AjJMjoksHoQ2
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PREHISTORIC VENDEE

H I S T O R Y

Plan ahead and map your day driving through the region in

search of prehistoric sites dating back to Neolithic times. View

dolmens, megaliths and menhirs in any of the following spots:

• Talmondais (dolmens and menhirs). 

• Avrillé (the largest menhir in the Vendée Camp de César, 

known as the "king of the menhirs“

• (nearby Avrillé) Château des Aventuriers - three lines of 

menhirs and tombs with 4 to 5 stones each. In nearby

• (nearby) Saint-Hilaire-la-Forêt, (la Sulette dolmen)

• (nearby) Bernard (la Frébouchère dolmen and the Pey-de-

Fontaine cairn)

• Bazoges en Pareds (Les Cous, two dolmens, two tumuli and a 

menhir and Champ Durand, mass burial chamber 250 m in 

diameter)

• Cairn in Saint Hilaire la Forêt offers the Stone Age museum. 

Learn about stone cutting, menhir lifting, making fire without 

matches and take a look inside a reconstructed prehistoric 

house made of wood, cob and reeds.

• Take a picnic

• Family adventure

• Other historic treasures in your path

Photo (Bazoges-en-Pareds) by Brenda Valcke
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MARAIS DE POITEVIN

N A T U R E

Head in the direction of La Rochelle for a day exploring the

Green Venice, as the Marais de Poitevin is often called. Rent

equipment, take guided tours or take a pleasure cruise.

Spectacularly green and lush, the marshes have the appeal

of adventure in fairy-tale-like surroundings. Local restaurants

serve up the river’s delicacy: eel.

Directions

Several boating options. Please research.

• 1hr from La Baudonniere (72km south)

• Plan ahead

• Make reservations (boating, tours…)

• Picnic spots

• For the photography enthusiast

• Try eel, the local delicacy

• Family fun but tranquil

Photo credit By Nancy (Own work) [GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) 

or CC BY-SA 4.0-3.0-2.5-2.0-1.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0-

3.0-2.5-2.0-1.0)], via Wikimedia Commons+ 

.

https://goo.gl/maps/MQXuuHVbjQJ2
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CHATEAU d’USSE &

CHINON

H I S T O R Y /  C H I L D R E N

L E A R N  M O R E

There’s nothing not cool about visiting the Loire Valley, a

Unesco World Heritage site with its hundreds of castles, one

more picturesque than the other. Chateau d’Ussé is one of the

gems.

Dubbed Sleeping Beauty’s castle, this is a visit for the whole

family. From its history and gorgeous furnishings, to the

glimpse around the attics and touring Sleeping Beauty’s

quarters, adults as well as children will love to explore. Even

the dog is welcome!

The drive there and back offers beautiful vistas with many more

castles to visit on a whim. The medieval city of Chinon is just 12

kilometers from d’Ussé, with the old city wall in place, cobbled

streets, and many original structures including the Chateau de

Chinon. Directions Website

• Lovely 2-hr. drive north from La Baudonnière

• Inexpensive

• Dogs allowed at d'Ussé

• Adventure and exploration

• Many picnic spots along the road

• Family fun

Photo Chateau d’Usse by Brenda Valcke

https://goo.gl/maps/VUKiuiXXXYR2
https://www.chateaudusse.fr/?lang=en
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ILE DE RE

A T L A N T I C  C O A S T  I S L A N D

Just off of the Atlantic coast near La Rochelle lies the pretty

island of Ile de Ré. Blue water, photogenic villages, biking

trails, shops, restaurants, history, salt marshes and fine

sandy beaches await.

St. Martin de Ré, with, at its heart an old fort and picturesque

harbor, is a feast for the eyes and the senses. Enjoy fresh

seafood served at one of many restaurant terraces, and

savor island life with a delectable ice cream from La

Martinière. You can’t miss it!

There is something for everyone on the island, and if you’re

a fan of the TinTin comic books, don’t skip the museum in

the harbor at St. Martin.

Directions

• 1hr 45 from La Baudonnière (102km south-west)

• Toll bridge €16 (one-time fee)

• Restaurants, all price ranges

• Picnic spots

• Paid parking

• Bicycle rentals

• Family fun

Photo Ile de Re by Brenda Valcke

https://goo.gl/maps/gkBSgqBHS7U2


8

ILE D’YEU

R U G G E D  I S L A N D

L E A R N  M O R E

A 45-minute ferry ride from the coast lies the beautiful Vendéen

island of Ile d’Yeu. Taking the first boat out, and the last one

back to the mainland on a day of the week that has the longest

service, offers the opportunity to spend a magnificent day

sightseeing, with some beach time to boot!

http://www.yeu-island.com/Getting-there/Ferry-crossing

The island is quite small, featuring a few colorful villages

bursting to the brim with flowers, a savage coast line, walking

trails, lighthouse, forts with interesting history, and beaches.

There are few restaurants and all, but one, are located in the

main port. Biking around the island is a favorite activity but it’s

also possible to rent a scooter or take a tour.

• Plan ahead (3h 15 from La Baudonnière incl. ferry, west)

• Make reservations (ferry, restaurant, transportation, bike

rental…)

• Bar de la Meule with view of the quaint Port de la Meule

serves superb French cuisine. It’s the only restaurant away

from the main port. Reservations possible.

• Vieux-Chateau not easily accessible for people with limited

mobility.

• Parking fee (car parks embarkation port)

• So many lovely picnic spots

• Photographer’s paradise

Photo Ile d’Yeu by Brenda Valcke

http://www.yeu-island.com/Getting-there/Ferry-crossing


9

ORADOUR-SUR-GLANE

W O R L D  W A R  I I

Farthest away from Manoir de La Baudonnière but definitely

worth every effort, is a village that was left entirely intact in a

moving tribute to the inhabitants after they were slaughtered

by the German SS on June 10th 1944.

The fact that it was left as it was, is not only a reminder of

the cruelty of war, but offers a glimpse into life, frozen in

time.

An interesting day out for most of the family, provided they

enjoy a long road trip. A day not without emotion.

Directions Website

• 2hr 58 from La Baudonnière (243km south-east)

• Silence and respect required

• Urban decay for photography enthusiasts

• Free except for exhibitions

• Free parking

• Dogs not allowed (except guide dogs)

• Near Limoges

• There are a couple of restaurants in the new village

P h o t o c r e d i t P i x a b a y. c o m

https://goo.gl/maps/PZiWKfAzrg12
http://www.oradour.org/en/content/date-et-horaires-douverture
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We are a family-owned business offering bed & breakfast, self-

catering cottages, campground, and long-term caravan storage. 

Please contact us for information about accommodations and 

services, or visit our website. 

LA BAUDONNIERE

85110 MONSIREIGNE

+33 (0) 2 51 66 43 79

Phone us any time. Please 

leave a message with your 

phone number if we’re not 

available.

tombann1962@gmail.com

Send your enquiry via email. 

We’ll respond within 24 hrs.

L A B A U D O N N I E R E . C O M

Booklet created by https://webservices.dramat.is/

Check our website for more 

information on our location and 

services.

https://webservices.dramat.is/

